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CSU to spend $20 million on more sustainable food 


LBSU dining halls and 
cafeterias will now 
have 20 percent more 
sustainable food. 


By CrystTAut NIEBLA 
News Editor 


The California State University 
Board of Trustees approved a new food 
policy that would require the CSU sys- 
tem to spend over $20 million on more 
sustainable food products. 


The food policy, which was voted 
on May 21, will follow Real Food 
Challenge guidelines, a national orga- 
nization partly founded by the Califor- 
nia Student Sustainability Coalition in 

2008. Criteria include spending 20 

percent of the CSU food budget on 

local farmers and food business, ac- 
cording to a press release. 

David Schwartz, the director of the 
campaign, said that as a result, CSU 
dinning halls and cafeterias will now 
have 20 percent more sustainable 

food. 

“None of this would have happened 
if it weren’t for the incredible leader- 
ship and advocacy of CSU students,” 
Schwartz said. 


This - approval exemplified how 
student voice can make a difference 
throughout the Board decisions, he 
said. 

He said that students were very 
“instrumental” in going to the Board 
meetings every single time to testify to 
their vision. They were very persistent, 
he-said. 

Schwartz said that the Real Food 
Calculator, which is a sustainability 
assessment tool, is used as part of the 
Real Food Challenge goal and the basis 
of the new policy. 

Using the Real Food Calculator, 
he said that students can determine if 
a CSU’s current purchases meet that 
sustainable food criteria and compare 


them amongst each other. Schwartz 
said that this research tool is very in- 
teractive because it’s student investiga- 
tive work about their campuses’ food 
source. 

The Real Food Challenge guidelines 
are measured by first setting aside “dis- 
qualifiers,” and then meeting a categor- 
ical criteria, he said. 

Ingredients such as. hydrogenated 
oil or excess potassium, for example, 
would be ruled out from the sustain- 
ability requirements as disqualifiers, 
Schwartz said. 


~ See Foon, Page 2 
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Recent CSULB Grad 


~ published a photo of 


herself breastfeeding. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
Staff Writer 


A picture was taken of Cal State 
Long Beach senior accounting major 
Karlesha Thurman breastfeeding her 
daughter during her graduation cer- 
emony. The picture has since gone 
viral, resulting in mixed reviews. 

After Thurman crossed the stage 
and returned to her seat, her daughter 
became upset and hungry, so Thur- 
man breastfed her. Thurman said she 
didn’t think twice about breastfeeding 
her baby, and never wanted attention 
because of the photo, according to 
ABC News. 

Thurman later posted the photo 
of her breastfeeding her baby on the 
Facebook page, Black Women Do 
Breastfeed, to offer support for pub- 
lic breastfeeding, according to To- 
day Parents. Thurman said that she 
thought, “people were more under- 
standing to breastfeeding and under- 
stood the importance of breastfeed- 
ing.” 

The image went viral, and has since 
led to mixed comments across social 
media, and across campus at CSULB. 

CSULB senior - business major 
Amika Dayal said that Thurman 
could have acted differently to avoid 
criticism by covering herself. 

“T think the baby needed to be fed, 
but she should have gone to the side 
or somewhere else so that people 
wouldn’t feel uncomfortable,’ Dayal 
said. 

Junior accounting major Ahmed 
Jeewa agreed with Dayal and said 
Thurman “could have done it some- 
place else instead of at the gradua- 
tion.” 

Others have shown support for 
Thurman and her photo. 

“J don’t think it was inappropri- 
ate — I think the other people who 
think it was inappropriate are kind 
of immature,” junior chemical en- 
gineering major Osiel Ramirez said. 
“It was just a mom ‘breastfeeding 

her kid. There was a purpose and she 
wasn’t naked.” 

Keya Allen, CSULB’s Associated 
Students Inc. program coordinator, 
said that the criticism received by on- 
line media and others shouldn’t be a 
problem if attendees at the graduation 
didn’t complain. 

“Since the people who were around 
at the graduation nearby did not have 
a problem with her breastfeeding, then 
it should not be considered a problem 
at all,” she said. 


See Grap, Page 2 
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ASI aims to bring new student programs 


The student-run non- 
profit corporation 
acquired an extra $1.2 
million to spend for 
students. 


By JUSTINE DELA Rosa & 


CynTHIA MAULEON 
Staff Writers 


While a 24-hour study center may be 
the only current, concrete result of As- 
sociated Students Inc. gaining an extra 
$1.2 million to spend next school year, 
there are still plans to fund new areas 
and programs. 

The extra $1.2 million is a result of 
the $16 student fee increase and a 3.5 
percent increase in student enrollment, 
ASI Executive Director Richard Haller 
said. 


Haller said that this will be the first 
time that the multi-million dollar cor- 
poration will have the ability to fund 
new areas such as major programming, 
student research funds, a 24-hour study 
center and study abroad grants for the 
first time. 

Enrollment growth at Cal State Long 
Beach has been around 1.5 to 2 percent 
in recent years, but the student popula- 
tion is projected to increase to approxi- 
mately 37,000 students, Haller said. As 
a result of the $16 increase, each student 
will begin paying $60 in ASI fees in the 
fall. Students will also continue to pay 
$179 in University Student Union fees, 
which covers the Student Wellness and 
Recreation Center. 

“Each additional student pays fees,” 
Haller said. “So even if we didn’t have a 
fee increase, we would have had addition- 
al money just from enrollment increases.” 

The higher-than-usual enrollment ac- 
counts for an increase of $109,022, ac- 
cording to an ASI fee income projection 
document. Additionally, the $16 fee ref- 
erendum generated approximately $1.1 


million alone, Haller said. 

For sophomore communications 
studies major Quinn Le, the fee increase 
will be worth it. 

“T don’t mind paying $16 more in stu- 
dent fees, if I know it’s going to benefit 
students at large,’ Le said. “I’m passion- 
ate about that.” 

Additionally, ASI has allocated a to- 
tal of $200,000 to major programming. 

“That’s what all the advertising [for 
the referendum] was about,’ Haller 
said. “‘Imagine the possibilities, and 
all that.” 

Other CSUs, such as Cal State Ful- 
Jerton and Cal State Northridge, host 
major performances or concerts that are 
funded by their own ASI, Haller said. 
However, until now CSULB has been 
unable to create major events because 
student fees are relatively low compared 
to other schools, he said. 

Possibilities include having distinctive 
speakers come to campus, such as Magic 
Johnson, who spoke to the campus com- 
munity at the Carpenter Performing Arts 
Center last spring semester. 


One of the obstacles Haller noted in 
regard to major events is that CSULB 
lacks a facility that can seat three or four 
thousand people. He has spoken with Mi- 
chelle Roberge, the executive director of 
the Carpenter Center, who is interested 
in collaborating to create more daytime 
events at the center. The Carpenter Cen- 
ter seats about 1,000 people. 

The money allocated for major pro- 
gramming, student research funds, and 
study abroad grants are being held in 
assigned contingency, which Haller said 
means that “you can’t touch it and it 
can’t go anywhere until the budget has 
been approved.” 

Student research funds and study 
abroad grants have a budget of $25,000 
and $50,000, respectively, and these two 
programs will be the priority during the 
summer, Haller said. 

“We’ve allocated 50,000 dollars to 
study abroad grants so starting fall 
students can apply for ASI grant mon- 
ey to go study abroad. That’s huge,” 
former ASI President John Haberstroh 
said. 


ASI’s support of the Educational Op- 
portunities Program, which provides 
financial aid in the form of book grants 
to low income students, will be doubled 
to $40,000. Haller said there has been an 
increase in the need for EOP funding be- 
cause the program started serving Assem- 
bly Bill 540 and undocumented students. 

The rest of the money will be used 
for capital expenditures, which includes 
renovations to the Soroptimist House 
and The Isabel Patterson Child Devel- 
opment Center. 

“Finally having some money to do 
these renovations and fix and repair 
these buildings, that’s exciting to me,” 
Haller said. 

Haberstroh said he believes that in or- 
der for students to fully experience the 
benefits of the fee increase, they must 
take it upon themselves to get involved. 

“If you pay the fee money — because 
we all do — if you go to those events, 
you're getting your moneys worth,’ 
Haberstroh said. “I strongly encourage 
every student to get as involved as pos- 
sible on campus with that money.” 


Hall on opening day Monday. 


Toop JOUNSON | Datty 49eR 
Freshman psychology major Santana Chavez prepares a dressing at the Parkside Dining 


Foop 


Continued from Page | 

On top of that, Schwartz said that the Real 
Food Challenge four-category criteria is based 
on how humane, ecological sound, financially 
fair and how locally based the food is. 

“I think this is why these standards were 
chosen,” he said. 

Currently, these standards are being used by 
over 100° campuses across the nation, Schwartz 
said. 

“CSU’s are really leading the way — show- 
ing that more and more schools should be seri- 
ous about this,” he said. 

Michael Clemson, an Associate Energy 
Analyst at the CSU Chancellor’s office, said 


that the campuses where the students are more © 


engaged and involved, such as Cal State Long 
Beach, have better sustainability programs. 

Clemson said that students governing the food 
sustainability programs will be in charge of mak- 
ing sure that the programs are run successfully . 

“Ultimately, it’s the campus that’s going to 
have to do it, but students will be directly im- 
pacted by it,” he said. 

The University-of California system has a 
nearly identical policy, Clemson said. 

Schwartz said that 25 other campuses across 
the nation have also signed a similar pledge. 

He said that he still wants to increase the 
percentage of food sustainability on campuses 
later in the future. i 

Given that $18 billion are spent on food 
industries for campuses, the CSU system — 
which is the largest school systems in the 
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country — will cause “huge ripple effects” 
for other school systems nationally, Schwartz 
said. 

“The fact that the CSU system took such a 
strong message about ‘[wanting] healthy and 


sustainable food, it has the potential to re- ~ 
‘ally start to change the industry as a whole,” 


he said. “I think it’s an incredibly powerful 
thing.” 

According to a press release, the CSU sys- 
tem has a budget of $100 million to spend on 
food. Out of that amount, over $20 million 
will be used to meet the new sustainability 
policy by 2020. 

Schwartz said that the 20 percent allocated 
for spending for local farming and food busi- 
nesses would equal to about $25 million for 
those businesses. 


“At the same time, it’s ridiculous that it’s” 


only 20 percent,’ Schwartz said. “It’s not 
enough over time, but it’s a really positive first 
step.” 

Single-subject credential program student 
Michael Orrison, who said that he eats out of- 
ten on campus, said he. agrees. “I think any 
improvement is just that, an improvement,” 
Orrison said. 

Junior nutrition and dietetics major Gabri- 
ela Obregon said that she thinks that because 
campuses do what’s more convenient and 
cheap, the Board’s approval of a new sustain- 
ability policy means that they have “an interest 
in what students are putting inside their bod- 
lesz 

“Since it’s a new idea, we need to get as 
much [support] as possible,” she said. 


Come to the Daily 49er office at 
SSPA-004 to talk with the editors. 
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Long Beach First Fridays brings joy once a month 


Leste Gonzacez | Dairy 49eR 


Artists work on their paintings at the Art Expo. 


First Fridays at Bixby Knolls, Long Beach featured an art walk, music, restau- 
rants and shops on June 6, 2014, at the latest Long Beach First Fridays. 

The event is a place to have fun and learn about culture and artistic entertain- 
ment. The event fills Atlantic Avenue from Bixby Road to San Antonio Drive 
with shops, restaurants, car show, art walk at the expo, musicians and artists 
expressing their work along the storefronts during the night from 6:30 — 9:30 p.m. 


on the first Friday of every month. 


The owners of shops and restaurants, and also entertainers, encourage indi- 
viduals to come check them out. Also, a great history of the city brings historical 
facts with old photos from a the Historical Society of Long Beach Headquarters. 


Aman entertains children by creating bubbles at Long Beach First Fridays. 


Lestie-Gonzacez| Daity 49eR 
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Julie Potter, the general manager 
of KBeach Radio said “every woman 
has the right to breastfeed when- 
ever they want. There were no laws 
violated, but I think she should have 
used better judgment when it comes 


to posting the picture on social me- 
dia.” 

After her Thurman returned to her 
seat after her name was called and she 
crossed the stage, Aaliyah became up- 
set and hungry, so she breastfed ‘her. 
Thurman said, “I did it to show it’s nat- 
ural, it’s normal, there’s nothing wrong 
with it. I didn’t even know there was 
a big controversy about breastfeeding 
in public until all of this happened.” 


Thurman’s mother encouraged Thur- 
man to nurse as well, as she breastfed 
her four children. She has numerous 
black friends who are nursing. “If 
you’re able to breastfeed, I don’t see 
why you wouldn’t, regardless of race. 
If you can give your child a gift as 
great s breast milk, I don’t see why 
you would deny them that because of 
society.” 

There was a lot of public attention, 


as the image is going viral. It has 
led to some negative comments about 
it. Some said it was inappropriate, 
and that she should have covered up. 
said Amika Dayal, a senior majoring 
in Business. Similar to Dayal, an- 
other student agreed and thought the 
graduate should have covered up. said 
Ahmed Jeewa, a junior majoring in Ac- 
counting. 

It has led to words of support as 


well. The faculty shared their opinions 
about the breastfeeding. Keya Allen, 
the ASI program coordinator said. Ili- 
ana Galicia thinks it was not as bad as 
others may say it was. “I don’t think it 
was that bad. It was her time to shine, 
and what she showed breastfeeding her 
baby at graduation is okay,” said Iliana 
Galicia, a junior majoring in Biochem- 
istry. Another student also defends the 
graduate’s decision. 
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Our VIEW: 


Did this CSULB grad do 
something worthy of 
social media criticism? 


Not really. Karlesha Thurman, a recent graduate of Cal State 
Long Beach, posted a photo of herself breastfeeding in cap and 
gown at commencement on a Facebook page called Black Women 
do Breastfeed. Apparently, some viewers were not too pleased, and 


Thurman deleted the photo. 


We agree that breast-feeding is a natural concept that should 
not be criticized by the masses, however, we feel that it is 
slightly odd to post a picture on social media with #normalize- 
breastfeeding written beneath it. That caption alone politicizes 


the action. 


Of course we appreciate a symbolic gesture that aims to demon- 
strate a mother’s pride on a day worthy of praise, and we applaud 
Karlesha for her efforts, for staying in school despite the difficul- 
ties that a pregnancy may present. College is hard enough on its 
own, but to be raising a child at the same time must be incredibly 


difficult. 


We in no means hope to come across as critical of Thur- 
man’s life choices; we simply think that it is awkward for her 
to claim that she, “honestly thought that as a society, people 
were more understanding to breastfeeding and understood the 
importance [of it],” which Thurman told Today, according to 


CBC News. 


How could she legitimately say that in defense of her actions, 
when she posted it on a page that aims to, in her words, “normalize” 
the act of breast-feeding in the first place? 


OPINIONS 


www. Daily49er.com 


breastfeeding in public until all of this happened,” as she said, 
then why would she be posting the image “to show it’s natural” 
and “normal,” and that “there’s nothing wrong with it?” 

If she truly were oblivious to the kind of reactions she might 
face, she wouldn’t have included the caption, and she would not be 
posting this image to.a Facebook page that has a primary goal of 
combating the very controversy Thurman claims she knew nothing 


If she “didn’t even know there was a big controversy about about. 


OpedD49er@gmail.com 


Overall, we are proud of Thurman for her hard work, determina- 
tion and perseverance. We agree that this is not an issue worthy 
of social media hype. We also think she should have left the 
picture up on Facebook simply for the sake of her argument, 
which is to show how normal the action of breast-feeding is. 

We just wish Thurman wouldn’t pretend that she didn’t know 
what she would be getting herself into by doing these things. 


CSU faculty increase looks positive 


The California State University sys- 
tem is going on a hiring spree, attempt- 
ing to hire more full-time faculty in 
hopes of remedying the issue of bottle- 
neck courses, classes that can lead stu- 
dents dropping out, and improving the 
quality of education. According to the 
Los Angeles Times, this will improve 
enrollment in core courses such as Eng- 
lish and math. 

This may also improve student 
success rates and the relationship the 
staff holds with their students. Al- 
though the CSU system is far from 
its goal of reversing years of staff 
reductions, the fact that the issue is 
being addressed is promising. 


According to the LA Times, CSUs are 
in high demand. The number of under- 
graduate applications for the fall came 
out to 760 thousand, which is reported to 
be the highest ever. 

The number of full-time, tenured 
faculty members declined from about 
10,700 in 2008, to 9,800 in 2013, leading 
to an increase in the hiring of temporary 
lecturers, according to the LA Times. 

The LA Times reported that while 
the number of full-time faculty de- 
creased, “...enrollment surged-from 
nearly 362,000 in 1991 to more than 
446,000 in 2013. The system added 
three campuses-Monterey Bay, Chan- 
nel Islands and the California Maritime 


By JOVANNA MADRIGAL 
Opinions Assistant 


Academy-in that time.” 

The 700 new CSU hires is a positive 
move toward improvement when only 
108 permanent faculty members were 
added in 2010. Funding for the mass 
hiring of staff comes from a $125 mil- 
lion increase in state funding as well as 
the “juggling” of resources, according 
to the LA Times. 

For example, while some campuses 
have started to use “revenue from spe- 
cially enacted student success fees,” 
others have opted for spending less on 
building repairs. 

According to the LA Times, “Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s 2014-2015 budget pro- 
poses an additional $142.2 million 


each for both [CSU] and University 
of California. CSU Chancellor Timo- 
thy White is lobbying to get $95 mil- 
lion more for the university to enroll 
an additional 20,000 students in the 
fall.” 

Lecturers play an important role in 
teaching, but often hold part time jobs 
and “typically are on the hunt for per- 
manent posts themselves.” It is full-time 
faculty who are active in “developing 
curriculum and programs, conducting 
research and serving on committees,” 
reported the LA Times. 

Additional faculty is being hired 
on a number of campuses including 
at Cal State Long Beach. In the LA 


Times article, Interim Provost David 
Dowell said that CSULB is hiring, 
“60 new professors, including three 
in accounting and three in nursing, 
programs where faculty are high in 
demand and can be hard to recruit.” 

With such a positive leap toward 
improving higher education, it is sur- 
prising that this has not caused more 
of a stir at CSULB. While the pro- 
cess of hiring new staff will continue 
to be slow, there are many improve- 
ments that can be made for students 
and our staff as well. Ultimately, 
keeping the quality of education in 
mind, the CSU is making progress to 
meet its demand. 


Paige Pelonis 
Editor in Chief 
eicd49er@gmail.com 

(562) 985-7998 


Daily 49er 


Multimedia Manager Josh Bentrem 
Print Director Priscella Vega 
News Editor Crystal Niebla 
Sports Editor Anita Wang 
Diversions Editor Jesus Gonzalez 
Opinions Editor Hunter Paul 
Photo Editor Sarah Borean 
Design Director Danielle Carson 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., SSPA 004B 


Editorial Office 
Phone (562) 985-8000 
Fax (562) 985-7994 


Long Beach, CA 
90840-4601 


Design Adviser Gary Metzker 


TV Producer Drew Unger 
Radio Producer Carolina Soloria 
News Anchor Scott Bosco 
LB City Beat Nicolas Rodriguez 
Cartoons Editor Lisa Nguyen 
Social Media Editor Donn Gruta 
Web Designer Michael Ares 


Content Adviser Barbara Kingsley-Wilson 


Editorials: All opinions expressed in the columns, letters and cartoons in this issue are those of the writers or artists. The 
opinions of the Daily 49er are expressed only in unsigned editorials and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the journalism of the writer and must be no more than 300 words. The Daily 49er 
department or the views of all staff members. All such editorials are written by the editorial board of the Daily 49er. 


News Assistant 
News Assistant 
Sports Assistant 
Diversions Assistant 
Opinions Assistant 
Opinions Assistant 

- Opinions Assistant 
Online Assistant 
Online Assistant 


General Manager 


Beverly Munson 


(562) 985-5736 


Advertising Manager 


Matt Dalton 
(858) 539-3728 


Emily Rasmussen 
Justine dela Rosa 
Oscar Terrones 
Sean Mosley 
Melody Ademisoye 
Michael Wood 
Jovanna Madrigal 
Cat Tompkins 
Colin Sum 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., SSPA 010B 


Design Assistant Natalee Coloman 
Design Assistant Greg Diaz 
Photo Assistant Carli Critchfield 
Photo Assistant Leslie Gonzalez 
TV Sports Producer Jose Medina 
TV Diversions Producer Larissa Olsen 
TV Campus Events Producer Mimi Nguyen 
Assistant Radio Producer Fergie Rosales 
Staff Reporter Brooke Becher 
Staff Reporter Michelle Siebert 


Letters Policy: All letters and e-mail must bear the phone number 


reserves the right to edit letters for publication in regard to space. 


Business Office 
Phone (562) 985-8001 


Fax (562) 985-1740 


Long Beach, CA 
90840-4601 


Ny Oe 


OPINIONS 5 


OpedD49er@gmail.com 


www. Daily49er.com 


Thursday, June 12, 2014 


The Obama Doctrine: don’t do stupid s--t 


By Hunter PAu 
Opinions Editor 


For those of you who were waiting to see what “doctrine” would emerge from Barack Obama’s presi- 
dency, here it is: “don’t do stupid s--t.” 

The Daily 49er generally refrains from using such colored, four-lettered words; however, this is the 
precise phrase President Obama used during his heated, off-the-record discussion with his traveling 
press corps on Air Force One during his recent trip to Asia, according to ForeignPolicy.com. After ham- 
mering this minimalist foreign policy approach to reporters, he reportedly stood up, walked a few steps 
toward his cabin, and stopped. Fuming, he turned around and said, “So, what is my foreign policy?” The 
gathered reporters in unison then replied, “don’t do stupid s--t.” 

This expectation-lowering phrase stands in stark contrast to the rallying cry of “yes we can.” The 
sweeping oratory in his speeches abroad at the outset of his presidency about improving relations with 
the Muslim world; his humanizing autobiography the “Audacity of Hope;” and the soaring rhetoric he 
used during his campaign speeches. However, even by the incredibly low standard of “don’t do stupid 
s--t,” Obama’s foreign policy fails to meet the mark. 

The question of whether the administration is succeeding in its goal of not doing stupid s--t is predi- 
cated upon the word doing, a word which implies action. It does indeed accommodate America’s hang- 
over after the costly, reputation-damaging military adventures in Iraq and Afghanistan. However, the 
Obama Doctrine conveniently leaves out another cardinal sin in statecraft, the sin of inaction, a charge 
that this administration is guilty of beyond a reasonable doubt. 

This administration has failed to act with dire consequences for America’s global interests, on issues 
ranging from Assad’s butchery in Syria, the complete lack of sanctions against Russian gas giant Gaz- 
prom after the Ukraine debacle and the failure to follow through on his pivot to Asia proposal. 

On Syria, announcing the red line regarding the use of chemical weapons definitely qualifies as “stu- 
pid s--t.” Not intervening to stop the mass-murderer Assad from causing a humanitarian catastrophe 


in Syria and, according to a conservative estimate by Reuters, killing over 150,000 people? Despi- 
cable, and yes, stupid s--t. Only providing $510 million in humanitarian assistance and, according to 
ForeignPolicy.com, not providing mental health services for the staggering amount of traumatized 
children seriously in need of treatment? You guessed it, stupid s--t. This administration’s disgraceful 
inaction in Syria will have devastating consequences for America’s security and interests in the region 
for decades to come. 

After Russia fostered unrest in Ukraine and breached its territorial sovereignty, the Obama adminis- 
tration imposed laughable sanctions, allowing Russia to walk away unscathed. Notably lacking from the 
minimal sanctions against Russia was the energy giant Gazprom, which accounts for 78% of Russia’s 
natural gas output, according to the American Enterprise Institute. 

The Obama administration’s “pivot to Asia” was supposed to involve a shifting of American foreign 
policy from a Middle Eastern and European focus to an East and South Asian one. The administration 
has done “stupid s--t” on this front by misunderstanding China’s belligerent actions in the South China 
Sea. Rather than viewing China’s maritime bullying as an existential challenge to U.S. interests in the 
Pacific, it should be viewed as a mechanism to stave off China’s crisis in legitimacy by appeasing its 
nationalist, domestic elements. It is more a product of China’s weakness and insecurity than a sign of its 
strength. Additionally, the administration failed here by walking away empty-handed during the trip to 
reach a trade pact with Japan and by needlessly feeding Beijing’s insecurities with our dramatic increase 
in military presence along China’s neighboring states. 

The Obama Doctrine, which states, “don’t do stupid s--t,’ must be supplemented by the following: 
“failing to act can also be stupid.” Despite the seemingly low threshold of these two standards, Obama’s 
foreign policies have failed to meet them, on issues ranging from American inaction in Syria, the lack of 
meaningful sanctions against Russia and the failure to follow through on the pivot to Asia. 


Today, the minimum wage is a sub- 
ject of intense debate in the halls of 
power. Everywhere from city council 
meetings, to state legislatures, to con- 
gress, the pressure is mounting to raise 
the minimum wage. It’s time that we 
heed the call, and even more important, 
recognize that this situation is in fact 
far worse than it appears on the surface. 

Many may know that surviving on 
$7.25 an hour is near impossible from a 
pragmatic standpoint. Any person who 
has spent any amount of time working 
in the service industry for that paltry 
sum has probably come home from 
work, tired and annoyed, thinking that 
they are not paid enough for what they 
do. Frankly, they’re right; $7.25 an hour 
is simply not enough. The national 
minimum wage must rise if we are to 
expect prosperity in the coming years. 

At this point, I can already hear the 
objections of those more conservative 


Fight for fifteen: 
why we must increase the minimum wage 


than me. Oftentimes they’ll tell you 
that you’re lucky even to have a job 
in this economy. This low level work 
isn’t enough to feed and house a per- 
son because they are supposed to be 
motivated to find higher-level work. Es- 
sentially, their argument is that you’re 
whining about nothing. Older folks love 
to mention how low the minimum wage 
was when they were young adults. For 
those who aren’t economically savvy, 
hearing about someone making $1.60 
an hour in the ‘60s ends the conversa- 
tion right there. Obviously, you’re bet- 
ter off; you make more than four times 
what they did! 

Unfortunately, that argument doesn’t 
hold water when you bring inflation 
into account. In 1968, once you’ve ad- 
justed for inflation, that $1.60 per hour 
becomes $9.43 an hour in current dol- 
lars, a nice chunk of change above our 
current minimum and not far off from 


By MIcHAEL Woop 


Opinions Assistant 


Barack Obama’s proposed $10.10 mini- 
mum wage. ; 

The reality of our situation is that 
the minimum wage has been relatively 
stagnant since the 1980s, spending much 
of its time resting around $6.00 an hour 
when adjusted for inflation. The last 
historical period in which the minimum 
wage was this low was during the early 
1950s, during the post World War 2 re- 
covery period. While President Obama’s 
national push for a $10.10 minimum 
wage is a great start and California’s 
slow increase, with a $9 minimum wage 
becoming reality this July, is showing 
promising signs, what really needs to 
happen is a drastic increase. 

Recently, Seattle raised their mini- 
mum wage to $15 an hour. This is a 
revolutionary step forward in, workers 
fighting for a fair wage. Though we 
have yet to see the effects of minimum 
wage raise, I am confident that they 


will be positive. Almost all of the most 
strenuous and up-to-date ecoriomic re- 
search on the effects of minimum wage 
increases shows very little insofar as 
negative consequences. 

The Economist addressed this when 
saying, “In America, the White House 
approvingly cites research.... that com- 
pared counties where the minimum 
wage rate rose to neighboring counties 
in states where it didn’t and found no 
negative effect on employment. The 
theory is that higher wages reduce 
costly turnover, reducing the incentive 
to lay workers off.” 

The economic reasoning behind the 
prudence of raising the minimum wage 
is sound, more money in the pockets 
of people who spend nearly all their 
money on necessities of life such as 
low wage workers, which means more 
money spent on the goods and services 
that keep employment high. When a 


McDonalds worker makes $15 an hour, 
they are much more likely to rent an 
apartment, buy or lease a car, go out to 
dinner and do all of the little things that 
bring business through the doors of oth- 
er establishments. While the pockets of 
franchise owners and corporations may 
suffer, the economy as a whole pros- 
pers. 

Despite what some may say, the ar- 
gument to increase the minimum wage 
is not an example of a generous govern- 
ment handout to the undeserving. In 
fact, it is quite the opposite. It is recog- 
nizing the hard work of the millions of 
people who make up a large part of our 
society. Through paying fair wages, we 
keep people from having to take actual 
government handouts such as welfare, 
food stamps and public housing, saving 
money on those programs while ensur- 
ing that those who earn their money, 
earn enough to live. 
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Your Donation Today Means Jobs Tomorrow. 


When you donate gently used clothes and household items to 
Goodwill, you help create jobs and job training services for those with 
barriers to employment. Plus, your donations are tax deductible. 
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Donate. Recycle. Jobs. 


For more information visit 
www.ThinkGood.org 


©2014 Goodwill. Serving the People of Southern Los Angeles County. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 
6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)“A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


facebook 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 
EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 
EYE EXAM + 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 


did you know the 
daily 49er 
has a 
youtube channel? 
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LA Pride created a hub for a myriad of people 


The event featured celebri- 
ty guests like Demi Lovato 


and Jennifer Hudson. 


By MICAHEL ARES 
Online Editor 


LA Pride returned on June 6 through June 8, 
showcasing three days of fun, music, games and 
a parade to celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transsexual pride down the streets of Santa Mon- 


ica Boulevard. 


The event featured celebrity guest Demi Lovato 
as the parade’s grand marshal; Lovato performed 
her song “Really Don’t Care.” Opponents of the 
LGBT community protested at the event with 
signs that read “Homo Sex is Sin,” to which Lo- 
vato said, “I believe in the Lord, and I am still up 
for equality. You don’t have to hate because my 


Jesus loves all”. 


Lovato was not the only mainstream singer to 
grace the audience with her presence. Jennifer 
Hudson showed her support for the LGBT com- 
munity by performing songs such as her single 
“Spotlight” at West Hollywood Park on Saturday. 

The festival portion of the event provided at- 


throughout the day. 


A skating rink in West Hollywood Park was 
opened up to the public, and people joined in 
on the fun by sporting their best rollerblading 


gear. 


Erotic paintings, movies, sculptures and 
other forms of art were also displayed at the 


West Hollywood Park. 


Vendors and shops were set up in tents 
around the park selling t-shirts, and handing 
out free energy drinks, beads and candy. 

LA Pride gathered attention from around 
the world with some attendees flying to the 
United States to participate in the event. 

Denmark native, Nicklas Von Eckendorff, 
said he was blown away by the diversity found 


at the event. 


mote the LGBT community. 


tendees with three separate stages for differ- 
ent artists like Azealia Banks, and groups like 
Kingdoms and The Bangles, which performed 


“In Denmark, it is not so. multi-cultural 
there as it is here,” Eckendorff said. “I love 
seeing the diversity here and it is nice to see 
all types of people participating.” 

Participants like Rebecca Lin, a Northridge 
native, said she felt that the event helped pro- 


“Well, here you have a lot of straight people as 
well, celebrating along with the gay community,” 
Lin said. “I think that this will bring more expo- 
sure for the LGBT community, and will help send 
their message out there to a wider audience.” 


While there were some areas that were meant 
for adult audiences, the West Hollywood Park also 
featured some family-oriented sections, like a car- 
nival and an arcade. 


LA Pride attendees dressed in wacky outfits to show support for the LGBT community. 


MicHAct Ares | DAILy 49er 


The next Pride event in California will take 
place in San Francisco on June 28 to 29 at the city’s 
Civic Center. 


Six Flags says goodbye to Colossus 


After 36 years, Six 
Flags is closing down 
its iconic wooden ride. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
Staff Writer 


After speculation over whether Six 
Flags Magic Mountain was ever going 
to refurbish the amusement park’s main 
ride, Colossus, the park announced it 
would be closing the ride on August 16, 
after existing for 36 years. 


“Six Flags Magic Mountain will an- 
nounce exciting future plans for the 
park we think our guests will love at a 
later date,” Magic Mountain spokesper- 
son Sue Carpenter said in a statement. 
“In the meantime, don’t miss your last 
chance to ride Colossus.” 

Park officials would not elaborate on 
why it was being shut down, according 
to a Yahoo.com article. 

In June of 1978, Colossus was named 
the fastest and tallest wooden coaster in 
the world. It has two drops higher than 
100 feet, making it the first coaster in 
the world to have that aspect, and it also 
has 4,300 feet of track, covering over 10 
acres of land. 


The ride is 13 stories tall, and dives 
into a curve at 62 mph. Its huge, recog- 
nizable and iconic, and some people can 
see it from the highway. 

The iconic rollercoaster, Colos- 
sus, has also been featured in the film 
“National Lampoon’s Vacation” and 
episodes of “KISS Meets the Phantom 
of the Park,” “Knight Rider,” “The A- 
Team,” and “Wonder Woman.” 

Six months after Colossus opened, 
a woman died was ejected from her 
seat and died. According to the 
Los Angeles Daily News, the ride 
was shut down and overhauled with 
new height and weight restrictions. 
Adjustments, such as replacing the 


trains, were made, although safety 
concerns remained. 

For some rollercoaster enthusiasts, 
like Cal State Long Beach alumna Ma- 
rissa Gorup, the ride will be missed 
when she visits Six Flags. 

“Tt was one of the first rollercoaster’s 
of its kind, and it’s sad that they’re clos- 
ing it down,” Gorup said. “I don’t go of- 
ten, but I’ll still miss it and it’I] proba- 
bly be weird to go and not have it there.” 

Another CSULB alumnus, Jonathon 
Lugo, also said he will miss the iconic 
ride for being one of the first wooden 
coasters. 

“It’s a wooden coaster, and you don’t 
see too many around anymore,” Lugo 


said. “You have more of the advanced 
rides, like X2 and it’s all about speed, 
but Colossus is the experience with its 
rickety-rackety noise and that’s what 
makes it unique.” 

Graduate student Nate Phung also 
said he would miss the ride because of 
its “iconographic appeal.” 

Before the rollercoaster officially 
shuts down, one side of the rollercoast- 
er will run backward until June 15, and 
it will resume running forward until it 
shuts down. 

There may be many possibilities for 
what the new ride could be, and some 
people are hoping for the world’s first 


hybrid racing coaster. 


Jack White’s latest release shows the evolution 


of his prolific career. 


By MICHAEL Woop 


Opinions Assistant 


Jack White is the closest thing to 
rock royalty in the world today. With an 
illustrious record of performing with 
The White Stripes, The Raconteurs 
and his growing catalog of solo work, 
it is becoming incredibly apparent that 
White is looking to carve out a name 
for himself in the rock ‘n’ roll canon. 

_ With the release of his new solo al- 
bum “Lazaretto,” it’s no surprise that 
while some may tire of his sound after 
a near 15-year career, he still manages 
to craft one of the freshest sounds to 
grace the modern rock charts in recent 
memory. 

“Lazaretto” seems to know that the 
songs on the radio all too often blend 
seamlessly into each other, and does 
its best to fight this trend of medioc- 
rity. Sparse and ambient sounds, which 
seem to be dominant in rock music 
today, are countered by White’s soul- 
ful, bluesy and most of all, gutsy per- 
formances that push the boundaries of 


what one could call blues rock. 

From the soulful backup vocals in 
“?’'m Shakin’,” to the experiments in 
distortion and rhythm that dominate 
on “High Ball Stepper,” this album 
leaves you in a whirlwind of sound 
with tons of influences and directions 
pulling the listener in every which 
way. It’s a well-needed wake up call to 
the monotony of radio friendly rock. 

Jack White’s real talent, though, isn’t 
in redefining genres or anything like 
that; his real talent, as evidenced by 
“Lazaretto,” is the amazing precision 
with which he can craft a mood. White 
proves to be a craftsman of sound, us- 
ing every tool he can think of to engage 
the audience well. Whether he ends up 
sounding like Nine Inch Nails, or The 
Rolling Stones, he always approaches it 
in a unique fashion that simply screams 
of his own distinct style. 

If you’re a fan of rock music, “Laza- 
retto” is without a doubt, a must-listen. 


FACEBOOK 


Though it may not be White’s finest 
work, it shows an evolution in prog- 
ress. It shows that Jack White wasn’t 
consumed by his fame at the begin- 
ning of the 2000s, when he produced 
his greatest and most popular work. It 
is clear now that White has no intention 
of simply being an early 2000s garage 
rocker ~ he intends to grow and shift as 
an artist. . 

Luckily for his audience, White’s ex- 
perimentation and penchant for mixing 
and melding his influences is always a 
whole lot of fun to listen to, so it’s eas- 
ily one of his most interesting releases. 


Long Beach is a joke 


The radio show will take a look at 
issues in Long Beach in a comedic 
light. 


By JEsuS GONZALEZ 


Diversions Editor 


The Long Beach Playhouse is host- 
ing the Return to the Long Beach 
Home Companion event for the fourth 


time on June 18 at the law offices of 
Keesal, Young & Logan. 

The event is a radio show, and it 
will offer a unique, in-depth look at 
Long Beach. 

It will feature actors, community 
leaders and politicians that will tell 
stories about Long Beach politics and 
culture in a comedic fashion. 

Topics that will be satirized this 
year include saving the library, medi- 
cal marijuana dispensaries, the cur- 
rent drought and the new city council, 
to name a few. 

Harry Saltzgaver, the Gazette ex- 
ecutive editor, wrote the script for the 
event. The Long Beach Political Play- 


ers will perform the show. This year’s 
troupe includes Gov. George Deuk- 
mejian, Doug Haubert, Evan Ander- 
son Braude, Kay Cofield, Carl Kemp 
among many others and Doug Otto, 
who has just been added to the roster. 

The fundraising event will also fea- 
ture food and drinks at the hosted bar. 

The Long Beach Playhouse will 
use all of the proceeds to support its 
programs and productions including 
collaborative productions, comedy 
nights, guest lecturers, regionally rec- 
ognized youth and adult education 
programs and the internationally ac- 
claimed New Works Festival 

Tickets are limited and cost $85. 
For more information, visit: www.|b- 
playhouse.org. 
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Meet LBSU’s NCAA track & field championship qualifiers 


Jou Fasarpo | LBSU ATHLETICS 
Sophomore Willie Alexander long 
jumping at the Beach Invitational. 


Willie Alexander 


This isn’t the first time Alexander has quali- 
fied for the national championships, which could 
explain why this high-flying track star bleeds 
confidence as he explains how he is more excited 
than nervous: in preparation for the big perfor- 
mance. Starting his jumping career in the third 
grade, he might be the most experienced track 
and field athlete of the trio. 

“Oh man, Willie, he is just incredible to 
watch,” Low said about Alexander. “He is a 
jumping machine, and I can’t imagine how far 
he’s going.” 

This Fresno native earned three letters in soc- 
cer and two in football during high school, while 
claiming top honors in track and field. Within 
his first year at LBSU, Alexander. has collected a 
few accolades under his belt: honorable mention 
All-American, Big West Men’s Freshman of the 
Year and two-time All-Big West performer. 

Biggest inspiration: “Definitely my team- 
mates. We’re out here practicing together ev- 
eryday, and have become a really close team. 
Anything personal that I’ve done, I attribute to 
them.” 

Thoughts right before your approach: 
“What my coach says a lot of the time. I have to 
work on driving and getting it out on the back, 
keep my arms straight and not look down while 
I’m in the air.” 

After finishing 19th in the long jump at last 
year’s NCAA Championships, Alexander.looks 
to surpass his mark this year. 


By Anita WANG 
Sports Editor 

National championships — words that have crept into the veins of 
every competitive college athlete, a goal sought by the most elite, 
stirring up the greatest determination, and sometimes pain from over- 
exertion of the body or joy from milestone victories. There aren’t 
many things in life that can make a person feel so much physically 
and emotionally all in the same week, but competitive sports is one of 
them. Long Beach State is a top-athlete producing Division I school, 
and this week, three 49ers compete in the NCAA Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships in Oregon. : 

Although the 49ers are only participating in individual events for the 
championships, they have each credited their teammates and coaches 
for their success, each looking to one another for additional support 
and motivation. With respect comes love — not only for the sport, 
but also for the team they’ve spent countless hours with throughout 
the season. 


JOHN Fasarpo | LBSU ATHLETICS. 
Junior Chris Low competing in the 800m at the Beach Invitational. 


Chris Low 


Although Low comes from a family of standout athletes with his father as a former Sacramento 
State 800m runner and a cousin who competed on UCLA’s team, Low wasn’t always a track star. His 
life belonged on the diamond, as he played baseball throughout high school until he broke his arm 
during practice right before his last season started, which led him to test his abilities on the track. 

“It was kind of the best thing that’s happened to me because I’ve been so good at what I do now,” 
Low said. 

He went on to College of the Canyons to rack up two state championships, but was forced to 
redshirt last year at LBSU after a hamstring injury put him out for almost half a year. 

Despite this obstacle, Low bounced back as he accomplished a school-record 1:47.52 at the 
NCAA West Preliminary last month. 

Pre-meet Ritual: Eat a peanut butter and jelly sandwich exactly three hours before a meet. 

“I don’t know why, I just feel like it’s easy on the stomach, and it helps get a little food in me 
before my race,” Low said. 

Biggest Inspiration This Season: The NCAA title. “I’ve been chasing it...I want it more than 
anything,” he said. ; 


JOHN Fasarpo | LBSU ATHLETICS 
Sophomore Chris Enriquez running the 
10,000m at the Big West Challenge. 


Chris Enriquez 


A year ago the sophomore star runner Chris En- 
riquez wasn’t running at all after stepping in glass at 
his previous school. Enriquez wanted to quit running 
and pursue other ambitions, but his support system 
didn’t allow it. 

“My family, coaches and teammates ... believed 
in me when I didn’t believe in myself,’ Enriquez said. 
“I’m just blessed to be running. I didn’t think I’d be 
here...going to nationals.” 

Pre-meet Ritual: Chew gum 

Enriquez has experienced cotton mouth, which re- 
stricts his swallowing and sometimes causes him to 
vomit. He learned at a young age that chewing gum 
would help keep his mouth salivated, and has contin- 
ued his ritual since. 

Favorite Athlete: Lopez Lomong 

Lomong was kidnapped at the age of six, forced 
to become a child soldier and witnessed deaths while 
dodging bullets everyday. After living in a refugee 
camp for 10 years, he became a track and field Olympic 
star 20 years later. Enriquez said he admires the Sudan 
war-child-turned-Olympian for defying all odds. 

Enriquez was the 2013 NCAA West Preliminary 
qualifier in the 5000m, but realized his ability to run 
even longer distances at the start of this season, making 
this year his first track and field championship experi- 
ence in the 10K. Although he knows that taking the gold 
would be slim to none, he is honored to have been able 
to achieve an All-American status. Enriquez also gained 


.respect through his hard work and leadership. 


“He’s our captain and does a great job motivating other 
people,” Low said about Enriquez. “He’s always putting 
in extra work, and makes sure you’re on top of yours.” 


Dreams are closer for four Dirtbags taken in the MLB Draft 


over the weekend. 


In total, the MLB 
took in 37 Big West 
athletes. 


By ALEX Campos 
Assistant Sports Editor 


For the second consecutive year, four 
Dirtbags were drafted to the MLB. 

Pitcher Andrew Rohrbach was the 
only Dirtbag drafted on the second day, 
chosen by the Colorado Rockies as a 
ninth round pick. The Rockies also se- 


Drafted in 
round 22 by 


Royals 


Michael Hill 


the Kansas City 


lected right fielder Richard Prigatano in 
the 11th round. 

Third baseman Michael Hill was 
drafted by the Kansas City Royals in 
the 22nd round, making Hill the only 
senior to be selected. In the 28th round, 
the San Francisco Giants drafted pitch- 
er Nick Sabo, who started the season as 
the Friday night starter for the Dirtbags. 

The Rockies seemed to like the Big 
West conference in the draft. From 
round nine to round 14, the Rockies se- 
lected four different Big West players. 
Rohrbach and Prigatano were the first 
two, and were joined by UC Irvine in- 
fielder Chris Rabago and Cal State Ful- 


Richard 
Prigatano 
Drafted in 
round 11 by the 
Colorado 
Rockies 


lerton pitcher Grahamm Wiest. 

In total, 37 Big West athletes were 
drafted. The Oakland A’s made CSUF’s 
infielder Matt: Chapman the only Big 
West first-round pick. Cal Poly’s Matt 
Imhof and-Irvine’s Taylor Sparks and 
Andrew Morales were the other first- 
day Big West selections. 

Despite their fourth place finish in 
conference, CSUF had the most play- 
ers drafted in the Big West, with a to- 
tal of seven. Conference champion Cal 
Poly had six players drafted, as did sixth 
place UC Riverside. Irvine had five play- 
ers, and Long Beach State and Santa 
Barbara each had four players selected 


Three high school players that had 
committed to LBSU were also drafted. 
Edison High School’s Brian Schales 
was chosen in the fourth round by the 


‘Miami Marlins; Kaiser High School’s 


Chris Matherson was drafted by the 
Texas Rangers in the 28th round; and 
the A’s took Fountain Valley’s Brock 
Lundquist. These players have the op- 
tion to enter into Rookie Ball or keep 
their commitment to LBSU. 

The Dirtbags are known for playing 
a tough non-conference schedule, and 
this year was no different. Blair Field 
played host to 62 players that made it 


Andrew 
Rohrbach 
Drafted in 
round 9 by the 
Colorado 
Rockies 


into the major leagues. Indiana’s Kyle 
Schwarber was the highest pick to play 
at Blair this season as the No. 4 overall 
pick with a three-game series to for- 
get back in March. The power-hitting 
catcher went 2-13 in the three games 
against the Dirtbags, and made two er- 
rors, one of which was a passed ball that 
gave the Dirtbags a walk-off victory in 
game one. 

In total, 1,215 high school and col- 
lege baseball players heard their names 
called over the weekend. Some will 
never see the major leagues, but for 
Rohrbach, Prigatano, Hill and Sabo, the 
dream is that much closer. 


Nick Sabo 
Drafted in 
round 28 by the 
San Francisco 
Giants 
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